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10. Stay informed
Attend meetings of local boards and commissions (such as Finance, Selectmen, Planning and Zoning, Inland Wetlands) to learn how town business is conducted and to keep abreast of what’s happening. 

9. Think regionally
Towns can’t achieve smart growth on their own. Support reforms such as: changing Connecticut’s over-reliance on property taxes, allowing towns to limit the annual number of housing permits, and allowing development impact fees. 

8. Elect Smart Growth proponents
Before you vote, find out how candidates for town and state offices propose to enhance the tax base and protect your quality of life.

7. Contact your state officials
Believe it or not, legislators say they don’t get many letters from their constituents. When someone cares enough to write, legislators pay attention. Find out how to reach them at http://www.cga.ct.gov/
6. Encourage town leaders to protect Brooklyn’s quality of life
Speak out or write letters in support of town efforts to better manage local growth and control unnecessary costs.

5. Support open space preservation
Let town officials know that you’d rather put your money into protecting and acquiring land for open space (as a sound investment in Brooklyn’s economy and quality of life) than into supporting the costs of uncontrolled residential or commercial development. 

4. Put your money where your town is
Buy from local stores, farms, services and businesses. Not only do local business owners contribute much more to the local economy than do big chain stores – they also contribute more to the community. 

3. Recognize the consequences of inaction
Without changes, current development regulations will permit the number of single-family homes in Brooklyn to multiply, and nearly all its land to be developed. 

2. Understand that you can make a difference
The actions of just one person can often have a significant impact on the final outcome of an issue or a decision.

1. Join B.F.S.G.

BFSG’s work is done by volunteers. Please consider getting involved. Even a few hours a month can make a difference. Also, there are unavoidable expenses associated with our efforts (e.g., postage, printing, attorneys, etc.). Your contribution to BFSG helps to pay those costs – and, most importantly, gives BFSG’s work meaning.  Please send a contribution to BFSG today at the address below.
Brooklyn For Sensible Growth
Our mission is to encourage responsible economic development in Brooklyn, 

while protecting its character, identity and quality of life.

www.brooklynforsensiblegrowth.org       P.O. Box 201, Brooklyn, CT  06234
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