Sprawl-town, CT 06234

The landscape in Brooklyn this fall is distinctly different than in past years.  As usual, the lawns of the town’s households are littered with the multi-colored hue of leaves that signal the oncoming winter.  Some lawns, however, are covered with additional objects that seem out of place for this bucolic town.  The objects in question are those garish, green “Wal-Mart YES” signs that dot the town like a pox.
I know the town is considering a Blight Officer, so I assume that their first order of duty would be to have these signs removed.  All joking aside, the store itself (a proposed FOUR acre store, open twenty-four hours a day, year-round) would be a much greater blight on the landscape of this town.

The proposed store is at odds with the rural character of this town.  Brooklyn’s website portrays pastoral scenes of rolling green fields and New England stone walls.  It is this scenery which drew so many here from surrounding states.  Am I to assume we are going to put a picture of a Wal-Mart Supercenter on the website as part of the town’s marketing?  I can see the tag-line now, “Come to Brooklyn, CT - home of the country’s oldest running agricultural fair and the latest in Wal-Mart Supercenter design!”
Ask the majority of people in this town, or any town, why they relocated and they will give a variety of standard answers.  Common responses usually involve the quality of life, sense of community, and good schools.  I have yet to hear one person, when asked this question, say they moved to a town for big-box retail.  Yet, based on comments by local government officials and the Wal-Mart P.R. machine, we are led to believe that this store will greatly benefit this town.  Therefore, let us explore this issue in detail.
The two main arguments that are used to support the proposed Wal-Mart are that it will provide needed services to the town, as well as provide a tax-break.  The Wal-Mart spokesman stated in the press release regarding the store, and I am paraphrasing, “We are looking forward to bringing services that are needed to the town, as there is no grocery store in Brooklyn.  The store will also have a greenhouse”.
To say this town doesn’t have a grocery store is factually accurate, but farcical.  In the years preceding this proposed store, I have yet to see anyone lack for groceries in this town.  The Big Y filled that need before, and now we have the option of a Super Stop & Shop in Killingly Commons.  For non-grocery needs, Target has an ample selection of reasonably priced merchandise of higher quality.  Lastly, we already have a locally-owned greenhouse, Hart’s on Route 6 (not to mention Lowe’s in Killingly Commons).

The next pillar of support for the new Wal-Mart plays on the desire of the local tax-payer to pay less into the town’s coffers.  The proposed store, based on previous articles, would bring in roughly $300,000 in revenue annually for the town.  The most recent data shows that Brooklyn has 2,531 occupied households.  Some very elementary math results in a savings to the taxpayer of $118 per household.  This is far from a boon to the taxpayer in Brooklyn.  Also, this does not account for any costs the town must incur for maintaining the roads, additional policing and fire/emergency services rendered.

I am not against the idea of economic development in this town.  I am merely opposed to the over-development of this town.  At this time, the town only has one restaurant in the mid-range price category, Hank’s.  The restaurant options are very limited in this town, as well as in the surrounding area.  Development of properties on the Route 6 corridor would best serve this town in categories for which we are lacking, while still providing economic benefit.  Wal-Mart does not fit this criterion.
When weighing the pros and cons of the proposed store, I ask that you recall why you first moved to Brooklyn.  Like myself, I am sure it had a lot to do with the character of the town and its natural beauty.  Therefore, I request that you ask yourself the following questions before giving the town’s elected officials and Wal-Mart representatives your opinion on the proposed store. 

Would you rather purchase a fake plastic Christmas tree made in China than cut one down at one of the tree farms in town?  Would you rather stare into the night sky and see nothing due to the additional light pollution from the twenty-four hour store, or see stars?  Lastly, would you rather see discarded Wal-Mart bags traveling up thermals in the summer heat, or hawks doing so in acrobatic twirls?  
Me?  You can find me with a saw in hand this holiday season at Ingall’s tree farm.  You can find me in my backyard teaching my children about the Big Dipper.  You can find me in a hammock, marveling at the flight of majestic predators.  Lastly, you will see me at every town meeting which my schedule permits.  I will be there supporting the many others who want to preserve our small town and who reject Wal-Mart’s vision of a Sprawl-town.  I hope I will see you there, too.
Frank M. Pimental

Brooklyn, CT

