% READER SPEAK o |
“This g oes 10 ShOW it s the smaller local businesses who care about and are in touch
with their commmunities. When they are bought out by larger national corporations they are a
number on a balance sheet without regard to the importance they may have n a community’’
Susie at courant.com/readerspeak on a stoﬁ about weekly newspapers reiurnhg to their Jocal roots

TR s

— -
A~ ——— e

“LossOfLocal
Businesses Hurts

‘Overthe past few weeks, I have
followed the news in The Courant about
the closings of local car dealerships. Pm
‘ot sure] really understood the impact
Qfﬂ}%eclosingsunﬁlafewdaysago.
While visiting Hartford Hospital, I
noticed avery large plaque recognizing

—_— T

the Thomas family of Tho, .
for what must have been amcﬁ}‘fggac
donation to acapital campmgn
Clearly as consumers move towarg
the mega-superstores of nationa}
chains, we forsake the value of doing -
business with our neighbors who give
backto our community P'm not sure if
the big national chains will make up the
charitable giving of the Thomas family
g&ﬁe@ﬁﬁmem I not, we will ali
€ price for not buylb ing y
owned businesses, fromlocally
Peter Cianfaglione St., West Hartford
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